Report on the status of homeopathy in Russia for 2017

Abstract

The report is devoted to the development of homeopathy in Russia in 2017, as well as to the international congress “World Homeopathy Day: Moscow-2018”, which was held on April 9-10th, 2018. Special attention is paid to the official statement made by the Prosecutor General’s Office and the State Duma of the Russian Federation on whether it is lawful to use homeopathy in Russia and on the viewpoint held by some scientists concerning the Memorandum “On the Pseudoscientific Character of Homeopathy” as not being a binding legal act.
On January 27, 2017, the VI Russian Homeopathy Congress was held, which give consideration to the most relevant issues of the development of homeopathy in Russia. By its regulation it was decided:
· to discuss the necessity for recognizing homeopathy as a medical specialty in the homeopathic society;
· to discuss this issue with an active involvement of the Russian Homeopathy Portal (http://rushomeopat.ru/) by December 1, 2017; 
· to create a work group for consideration of proposals and to announce the discussion results at the VII Russian Homeopathy Congress.
The Congress approved the RUSSIAN HOMEOPATHY DAY, which coincided with Samuel Hahnemann’s birthday and the WORLD HOMEOPATHY DAY. 
On February 6, 2017, the members of the Commission against Pseudoscience and Falsification of Scientific Research of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences published a Memorandum “On the pseudoscientific character of homeopathy” (which was signed by 8 out of 59 members of this Commission).
As soon as the Memorandum appeared, Tatyana Yakovleva, the Russian Deputy Healthcare Minister, gave an immediate response: “Homeopathy is officially recognized by the World Health Organization. The Russian Ministry of Healthcare also recognizes it. However, if attendance is conducted by a specialist, who is unfamiliar with homeopathy and has not completed the specialization program and training, then this is pseudoscience,” Yakovleva specified.
On February 9, 2017, an extended session of the Expert Council on Improvement of the Legislative Regulation for Complementary Medicine of the State Duma Healthcare Committee was held. One of the issues under discussion was connected with the use of homeopathic medicines in medical practice.

On March 10, 2017, the National Council for Homeopathy applied to the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation requesting to take the prosecutor’s responsive measures with regard to the violations that the Commission against Pseudoscience and Falsification of Scientific Research of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences committed during development and adoption of the Memorandum No. 2 “On the pseudoscientific character of homeopathy”.
On April 11, 2017, the Scientific-and-Practical Conference dedicated to the Russian Homeopathy Day was held. 
On April 25, 2017, the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation considered the appeal of the National Council for Homeopathy and analyzed the normative legal acts on health care and medical drug circulation that regulate the use of homeopathic treatment methods. The order of the Ministry as of 12/29/2012 No. 1705н approved the Rules on organization and activities of a medical rehabilitation unit of medical facilities that administer healthcare on an outpatient basis, according to which it is recommended to provide a homeopathy practice room for such facilities. Thus, the use of homeopathy is not prohibited by the current legislation and it is regulated by the relevant statutory documents. Memorandum No. 2 “On the pseudoscientific character of homeopathy” adopted by the Commission against Pseudoscience and Falsification of Scientific Research of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences, is not a normative act that shall be subject to compulsory implementation. The provisions of the Memorandum have a recommendatory nature, representing the standpoint of some scientists. Thus, the answer of the Prosecutor General’s Office confirmed the legality of homeopathy in practical public healthcare. 
On April 27, 2017, after considering the National Council for Homeopathy’s appeal to the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation, the Academicians of the Medical Sciences Division of the Russian Academy of Sciences (former RAMS) did not recognize homeopathy as pseudoscience.
On May 25, 2017, during the congress “The Right for Medicine”, the Ministry of Healthcare of the Russian Federation represented by Elena Maksimkina, the Director of the Department for provision of medicines and regulation of medical product circulation, in response to the request of supporters of homeopathy on non-prohibition of this type of products, did not support the idea related to the prohibition of homeopathic medicines.
On June 13, 2017, the meeting of the International Council of the Liga Medicorum Homoeopathica Internationalis (LMHI) resulted in the decision on celebration of the World Homeopathy Day in Russia.
On June 15, 2017, the Resolution of the VI Russian Homeopathy Congress on the necessity of introduction of the medical specialty “homeopathy” was discussed in the report “The relevance of homeopathic specialization in Russia” at the 72nd LMHI Congress in Leipzig (Germany) (lecturer: Prof., Dr. Med. Sc. Kosmodemyanskiy).
On November 10, 2017, the participants of the XXII interregional scientific-and-practical conference “Homeopathy and Modern Medicine”, which is held annually in Saratov, were surveyed. 63 respondents took part in the survey, and 83% of them answered “Yes” to the question: “Whether to put forward an initiative on introduction of a homeopathic specialty in the Ministry of Healthcare of the Russian Federation”. 
The State Duma received a draft law on prohibiting the advertisement of homeopathic medicines, with indications on packages that these are homeopathic medicines with unproven efficacy. It was recommended to withdraw homeopathic medicines from the use in state and municipal healthcare facilities, to protect citizens from unreliable advertisements of homeopathy, that declare healing properties of homeopathic medicines, to inform patients buying homeopathic medicines in pharmacies that homeopathy has no indications and scientific evidence of clinical efficacy. 
On November 14, 2017, a round table “Methods of traditional medicine in modern healthcare” was held in the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation. Theme of the event: place of homeopathy in medical practice.
On November 29, 2017, the survey “Homeopathic treatment method in the modern healthcare system” was held among the participants of the ALL-RUSSIAN INTER-UNIVERSITY SCIENTIFIC-PRACTICAL CONFERENCE in the People’ Friendship University of Russia (PFUR).
The survey involved 53 respondents, 83% of them answered “Yes” to the question “Whether to put forward an initiative on introduction of a homeopathic specialty in the Ministry of Healthcare of the Russian Federation”.

On January 26, 2018, at the VII Russian Homeopathy Congress, held in the Central House of Scientists of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow), the issue of establishing homeopathy as a medical specialty was thoroughly discussed. It gave the report “On the results of implementation of the decision of the VI Russian Homeopathy Congress on the necessity to establish homeopathy as a medical specialty” (lecturer: Prof., Dr. Med. Sc. Kosmodemyanskiy L.V.).
Summarized survey results:
Total 


304 - 100%

In favor 

249 - 82%

Against 
 
39 - 13%

Abstention
 
16 - 5%

The discussion of this issue resulted in a decision to submit a petition to the Ministry of Healthcare of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Science and Education of the Russian Federation and the Government of the Russian Federation, calling for the establishment of homeopathy as a specialty, as well as to appeal to WHO concerning the development and adoption of standards and requirements for education and accreditation (certification, licensing) of homeopathic physicians, pharmacists, veterinarians.
The Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation checked the legal force of the “Memorandum”, definitely concluding that this “Memorandum” shall not be regarded as a legal act. 
There is also an information letter “On the procedure for use of homeopathic medicines” (based on the decision of the Expert Council on Improvement of the Legislative Regulation for Complementary Medicine of the State Duma Healthcare Committee).
The letter suggests that “Memorandum No. 2 “On the pseudoscientific character of homeopathy” issued by some individuals and adopted by the Commission against Pseudoscience and Falsification of Scientific Research of the Presidium of RAS, is not stipulated by the current legislation, does not represent an official standpoint of the RAS, and certainly does not have a binding character. This standpoint is confirmed by the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation in the letter No. 74/1-217-2017 as of 04/25/2017, which provides insight into the abovementioned sources and clarifies that “the use of homeopathy is not prohibited by the current legislation and regulated by the relevant statutory documents”.
Nevertheless, homeopathy in Russia is still subject to criticism.

The State Duma of Russia is considering a draft law prohibiting the advertisement of homeopathic medicines and requiring to make indications on packages that the efficacy of homeopathic medicines is unproven.
It was attempted to sabotage the next Russian Homeopathy Congress and the International Scientific-and-Practical Conference on Homeopathy in the Central House of Scientists of RAS, where such conferences are held on a regular basis already for 27 years!
We were forced to appeal to V. Putin, the President of Russia, and the leadership of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Russian Federation with demands to stop smear campaign against homeopathy in Russia (The appeal was signed by N. Zamarenov, L. Kosmodemyanskiy, V. Mishchenko, A. Patudin).

In cooperation with the Liga Medicorum Homoeopathica Internationalis we actively struggle against this anti-homeopathic campaign!
In 2017, the International Council of LMHI decided to hold a regular celebration of the World Homeopathy Day in Russia, which occurred on April 9-10, 2018 in Moscow.
REPORT

on the World Homeopathy Day 2018 in Russia

On April 9-10, 2018, the World Homeopathy Day 2018 was held for the first time in the capital of the Russian Federation, Moscow, to celebrate the 185th anniversary of homeopathy in Russia, in memory of S.N. Korsakov, coincided with C.F.S. Hahnemann’s birthday and conducted according to the decision of the Council of the Liga Medicorum Homoeopathica Internationalis (LMHI). Based on this decision, under the leadership of Prof., Dr. Med. Sc. Leonid Kosmodemyanskiy, the Vice-President of LMHI in Russia, together with Vladimir Mishchenko, the President of RHS, MD,D.Ph., and Nikolay Zamarenov, the president of RHA, MD,D.Ph., the representative of the European Committee for Homeopathy in Russia, the Organizing Committee was established, represented by the member societies of LMHI in Russia - the Russian Homeopathic Association (RHA) and the Russian Homeopathic Society (RHS). The National Council for Homeopathy and other public associations that represent Russian homeopathy took part in the work of the Organizing Committee. 
The following authors presented reports at the International Scientific Homeopathic Congress: Dr. Alok Pareek, the President of the Liga Medicorum Homoeopathica Internationalis (LMHI); Leonid Kosmodemyanskiy, Prof., Dr. Med. Sc., the Vice-President of LMHI in Russia; Helen Renouх, the President of the European Committee for Homeopathy (ECH); Raj Manchanda, the head of the LMHI Science Subcommittee, the Director General of the Homeopathic Research Council of the Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Tibetan Medicine and Homeopathy) of the Indian government, represented by the Secretary S. Gopinathan; Robbert van Haaselen, the Director of the International Institute for Integrative Medicine; Ilya Tiraspolsky; Alexey Karpeev, the President of the National Council for homeopathy; Nikolay Zamarenov, the President of Russia Homeopathic Association; Irina Buryakova, Lyudmila Fatueva, whose presentations particularly vividly represented the essence of the concerned issues. 
The greetings to the Congress were conveyed by A. Pareek, the President of the Liga Medicorum Homoeopathica Internationalis, H. Renoux, the President of the European Committee for Homeopathy, S. Gopinathan, Secretary of the Research Council of the Ministry of AYUSH of the Indian Government, Vadim Zilov, Prof., Dr. Med. Sc., academician of RAS, who spoke on behalf of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS). The academician V. Zilov stated during his greetings that the RAS highly appreciates the significance of the International Scientific Homeopathic Congress in Russia. The celebration of the World Homeopathy Day 2018 is of great importance exactly for this year and for our country, as it is the 185th anniversary of the official recognition of homeopathy in Russia since the Emperor Nicholas I signed the Decree. The academician of RAS V. Zilov also emphasized the invaluable contribution of the scientific fundamentals of homeopathic therapy that form new directions in the modern science development, giving a particular attention to the practical role of homeopathy in integrative medicine.
Mariam Karabakhtsan, the LMHI’s National Vice-President in Armenia, also made a welcoming speech, wishing to all participants a fruitful cooperation on the path of integrating homeopathy into practical health care, and noting that with this regard it could be reasonable to establish homeopathy as a specialty in Russia, as it was done in Armenia, which becomes more important due to the formation of the Common Economic Space among the Commonwealth countries (EurAsEC). It allows not only to rely on possible prospects in the formation of economic relations, but also considerably contributes to the exchange of experience and the professional development of homeopathic specialists. A welcoming speech was also made by representatives of various public homeopathic associations, represented within Russia and abroad. The World Homeopathy Day 2018 in Russia consolidated all specialists who use homeopathy in their medical practice, strengthened international relations with foreign colleagues, and increased the LMHI’s role and status in Russia and around the world.
During the opening ceremony, Dr. Alok Pareek, the President of LMHI, was conferred with an honorary award - S.N. Korsakov’s medal – “For outstanding contribution to the worldwide development of homeopathy”.
All participants of the Congress gave warm and cordial feedback on the work and organization of the event.

In the message to the organizers of the Congress “World Homeopathy Day: Moscow-2018”, Dr. Alok Pareek, the President of LMHI, expressed his high opinion of the event, emphasizing the relevance and thoroughness of scientific reports, scientific presentations, program and organization of the event.
Giving a particular emphasis to a friendly and kind attitude of the Congress participants, the enthusiasm of Russian doctors for studying homeopathy in the country with a rich and long history of Ch.F.S. Hahnemann’s teachings development, and extended heartfelt thanks for the high-level organization of the event and warm and friendly reception.
The Organizing Committee of the Congress thanks everyone who took part and supported the work of the Congress and the celebration of the World Homeopathy Day 2018!
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